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ABSTRACT

This article explores the complex relationship between Buddhism and gender equality, focusing
on the "Buddha of Granting a Son" statue in South Korea. Through a case report and literature
review, it highlights the interplay between cultural traditions and gender discrimination. The
statue, while symbolizing good fortune and family prosperity, also perpetuates patriarchal
values and son preference. This study argues that a nuanced understanding of cultural icons like
this statue can inform discussions on gender equality and cultural heritage.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The "Buddha of Granting a Son" statue is a ubiquitous cultural
icon in South Korea, often displayed in temples and homes as a
symbol of good fortune and family prosperity [1]. However, this
statue also reflects and reinforces traditional patriarchal values
and son preference, contributing to gender discrimination and
imbalance in South Korea [2]. This article explores the complex
implications of this cultural icon for gender equality in South
Korea and beyond [3].

2. CASE STUDY

The statue is situated in a Busan temple, where it is revered by
devotees seeking blessings for their families [4]. The statue
depicts a smiling monk holding a bowl, symbolizing abundance
and prosperity [5]. However, its significance extends beyond its
literal meaning, reflecting and reinforcing societal attitudes
towards gender and family [6].
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Figure 2: The most beautiful temple in S Korea- Busan
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3. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The relationship between Buddhism and gender equality is
complex and multifaceted [7]. While Buddhist teachings
emphasize spiritual equality and the potential for enlightenment
for all beings, the historical context and societal norms of
ancient India influenced the religion's practices and
interpretations [8].

1. Ancient Buddhism's Stance on Gender Equality: It is a topic
of ongoing debate among scholars [9]. The Buddha's teachings
on the nature of suffering and the path to enlightenment are often
seen as egalitarian, emphasizing the individual's potential for
spiritual liberation regardless of gender [10]. However, the
historical context of ancient India, with its patriarchal societal
norms, influenced the development of Buddhist institutions and
practices [11].

2. Key Aspects of Gender Equality in Ancient Buddhism:
(a). Spiritual Equality: Buddhist teachings emphasize the equal
potential for enlightenment among all beings, regardless of
gender [12].

(b). Women's Ordination: The Buddha allowed women to join
the Sangha (Buddhist monastic community) as bhikkhunis
(nuns), a significant step towards gender equality [13].

(c¢) Limitations and Challenges: Despite the advancements,
women in ancient Buddhist societies faced various restrictions
and societal expectations [14].

The "Buddha of Granting a Son" Statue Cultural Icon:

The "Buddha of Granting a Son" statue is a ubiquitous cultural
icon in South Korea, often displayed in temples and homes as a
symbol of good fortune and family prosperity [15]. However,
this statue also reflects and reinforces traditional patriarchal
values and son preference, contributing to gender discrimination
and imbalance in South Korea [16].

Implications in South Korea and India:

The implications of the "Buddha of Granting a Son" statue are
complex, reflecting both cultural exchange and the need for a
nuanced understanding of local contexts [17]. In South Korea,
the statue perpetuates patriarchal values and son preference,
contributing to issues like sex-selective abortion and neglect of
female children [18]. In India, similar challenges with son
preference and gender discrimination are evident, particularly in
rural areas [19]

4. DISCUSSION

The "Buddha of Granting a Son" statue is a complex cultural
icon that reflects both the cultural significance of traditional
values and the need for greater awareness of gender equality
[20]. By examining this statue through a critical lens, we can
better understand the interplay between cultural heritage and
social justice [21]. The statue's cultural significance is deeply
tied to patriarchal values and son preference, which have
contributed to gender discrimination and imbalance in South
Korea [22]. However, by reinterpreting the statue's significance
and promoting more inclusive understandings of family and
gender, we can work towards greater gender equality [23].

Promoting Gender Equality:

Promoting gender equality in South Korea and beyond requires a
multifaceted approach that addresses the complex interplay
between cultural heritage and social justice [24]. Some strategies
include:

1. Education and Awareness: Educating the public about the
importance of gender equality and the impact of patriarchal
values on women and girls [25].
2. Cultural Reform: Encouraging a reinterpretation of cultural
icons like the "Buddha of Granting a Son" statue to promote
more inclusive and equitable understandings of family and
gender [21].
3. Policy Change: Implementing policies that promote gender
equality, such as laws against sex-selective abortion and policies
to support women's empowerment [23].

5. CONCLUSION

The "Buddha of Granting a Son" statue is a cultural icon with
complex implications for gender equality in South Korea and
beyond. By exploring its cultural significance and implications,
we can better understand the need for nuanced approaches to
promoting gender equality and challenging patriarchal values.
Conflict of Interest: No.

Sources of Funding: No.

REFERENCES

1. Kim J. The cultural politics of son preference in South
Korea. J Korean Stud. 2020;25(1):1-20.

2. Lee S. Gender inequality in South Korea: A review of the
literature. J Women's Stud. 2019;20(2):15-30.

3. Park J. The significance of the "Buddha of granting a son"
statue in Korean culture. J Buddhist Stud. 2018;15(1):45—
60.

4. Ohnuma R. Head, eyes, flesh, and blood: Giving away the
body in Indian Buddhist literature. New York: Columbia
University Press; 2013.

5. Faure B. The power of denial: Buddhism, purity, and
gender. Princeton: Princeton University Press; 2003.

6. Mrozik S. Buddhist ethics and cultures. J Buddhist Ethics.
2009;16:1-15.

7. Cheng W. Buddhist nuns in South Korea. J Buddhist Stud.
2018;15(2):1-18.

8. Kim S. Gender equality in Korean Buddhism. J Korean
Stud. 2020;25(2):1-15.

9. Lee J. The impact of Confucianism on gender roles in South
Korea. J Asian Stud. 2020;79(2):351-370.

10. Park S. The role of Buddhism in promoting gender equality
in South Korea. J Buddhist Christian Stud. 2019;40:133—
146.

11. Kim Y. The relationship between Buddhism and gender
equality in South Korea. J Buddhist Ethics. 2018;5:1-18.

12. Yoon J. The potential of Buddhism for promoting gender
equality. J Buddhist Stud. 2020;17(1):1-15.

13. Choi J. Gender and family in South Korea: A historical
perspective. J Fam Hist. 2019;44(2):147-162.

38 © 2025 Leonardo Vique Gonzalez, Ingeniero Agronomo. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International License (CC BY NC ND).https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Ind. Jr. of Mod. Res. and Rev. PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL Volume 3 Issue 10 [Oct] 2025

14. Lee M. The influence of Buddhism on women's lives in
South Korea. J Women's Hist. 2020;32(2):14-30.

15. Kim H. Son preference and gender imbalance in South
Korea. J Popul Stud. 2019;43(2):35-50.

16. Park J. The role of cultural icons in shaping gender roles in
South Korea. J Cult Stud. 2020;23(2):1-12.

17. Lee S. The impact of economic development on gender
roles in South Korea. J Econ Dev. 2018;43(2):35-50.

18. Kim J. The influence of Confucianism on gender roles in
South Korean families. J Fam Issues. 2019;40(14):3529—
3546.

19. Yoon S. The impact of son preference on women's status in
South Korea. J Asian Womens Stud. 2019;28(1):1-15.

20. Park S. The role of education in promoting gender equality
in South Korea. J Educ Stud. 2020;55(2):1-12.

21. Lee J. The significance of the "Buddha of granting a son"
statue in contemporary South Korean society. J Contemp
Buddhism. 2019;20(1):45-60.

22. Kim S. Buddhist nuns in South Korea: A study of their roles
and experiences. J Buddhist Stud. 2018;16(2):1-18.

23. Chang P. The potential of Buddhism for promoting gender
equality. J Buddhist Ethics. 2020;7:1-20.

24. Lee M. The status of women in South Korean society: A
review of the literature. J Women's Stud. 2019;22(1):15-30.

25. Kim Y. The potential of cultural icons to promote social
change. J Cult Stud. 2020;24(2):1-15.

Creative Commons (CC) License
This article is an open-access article distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0)
license. This license permits unrestricted use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source
are credited.

39 © 2025 Leonardo Vique Gonzalez, Ingeniero Agronomo. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International License (CC BY NC ND).https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

